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Public health professionals Public health professionals shouldshould
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� put in earnest efforts to harness 
technology

� be aware of the developments in other 
disciplines

� be able to weigh out potentials

� be confident in community’s ingenuity
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new  module  on new  module  on 

Public Health Technologies Public Health Technologies 

� Systematic application of technology to 
public health practice, research and learning

� Trans-disciplinary approach

� Socio-cultural implications

� Use technology with compassion
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ASA ASA 
–– Field Training AreaField Training Area

� Three cardinal principles
– Community owned initiative
– No duplication of services
– SCTIMST facilitates (behind the screen)

� Action research initiative

� One CD Block (~200,000 population)

� CAB
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Socio-demographic details &
GPS attributes of entire 
households

Centre for Earth Science 
Studies (CESS), Trivandrum 

ASA ASA -- Field areaField area
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Academics to ActionAcademics to Action

� MPH students’ field work

� Issues like redundancy, duplication, double 
work by Health Workers, etc noted

� Customized DHIS software (FOSS)

� Collaboration with NGO, HISP-India

� MoU with Oslo University, Norway

� Revised formats became national standards
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Pilot project on Pilot project on 

Reporting through cell phonesReporting through cell phones
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� Leap-frogging
� ingenuity
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Video conferencingVideo conferencing

� Thanks to our well coordinated 
telemedicine unit

� Students gets familiarized with the 
technology

� Innovative ways of bridging the 
distances
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Generation of research ideasGeneration of research ideas
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� Using technology for public health

� Student assignments

� Incubation facilities
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Future plansFuture plans
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� EWARS - for infectious diseases

� Micro-climate stations, remote 
sensing data

� Disease modeling, forecasting

� ICT for health education
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DilemmasDilemmas
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� Documentation of action research

� Issues with trans-disciplinary work

� Assessment of public health 
technologies

� Issues of ideology
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Look forward to Look forward to 
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� Objective measures of well being

� Alcohol addition – way  out

� Digital pads for field workers

� Personalized drug dispensing 
machines
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Thank youThank you


